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Mission Control
Key areas of the brain and what they control:

1. CEREBRAL CORTEX (including the PREFRONTAL
CORTEX): information processing; thinking;
speaking; problem solving; making
decisions; sensing the environment

2. CEREBELLUM: motor control; coordination;
balance; posture

3. LIMBIC SYSTEM (including the VENTRAL
STRIATUM, AMYGDALA, and HIPPOCAMPUS):
feeling pleasure; emotions; learning

‘ | 4. BRAIN STEM: basic life functions, such as
heart rate, breathing, and sleeping
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Abusing prescription painkillers like
Vicodin® or OxyContin® or prescription
sedatives like Xanax® or Valium® can
slow breathing and heart rate by acting on
the brain stem, which could lead to coma
or death. Combining them with alcohol
increases these risks.



